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SECRET BAGHDAD 0019 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IZ 

SUB J : TERRORISM IN NORTHERN IRAQ 

1 . USINT SOURCE HAS CONFIRMED THE STORY CURRENTLY CIRCULATING 
IN BAGHDAD DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY THAT GOVERNOR OF SULAIMANIYA 
WAS RECENTLY ASSASSINATED. ACCORDING TO SOURCE. GOVERNOR 

HAD REFUSED TO ACCEPT NORMAL SECURITY PROTECTION AND WAS KILLED 
IN HIS AUTOMOBILE BY GUNMEN ON MOTORCYCLES. ASSASSINATION TOOK 
PLACE SHORTLY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 

2. GOI BELIEVES ASSASSINATION WAS RETALIATION FOR EXECUTION 
OF A GROUP OF KURDISH INTELLECTUALS. (76 BAGHDAD 1815.) 

AS GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE, THE ASSASSINATED MAN WAS FORMALLY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ORDERING THE EXECUTIONS. 

3. SOURCE SAID THAT THIS GROUP OF KURDS WAS NOT ASSOCIATED 
WITH TALABANI AND ARE PROBABLY NOT RECEIVING SYRIAN SUPPORT. 

THEY ARE SEPERATE GROUP OF WELL EDUCATED KURDS WHO RESENT 
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THE ARROGANCE OF LOWER LEVEL BAATH PARTY AND POLICE OFFICIALS, 

WHO ALL TOO OFTEN TREAT THE KURDS AS IF THEY WERE CITIZENS 
OF AN OCCUPIED COUNTRY. 

4. COURCE SAID THAT ASSASSINATIONS ARE CURRENTLY TAKING PLACE 
AT A RATE OF ONE PER WEEK. MOST OF THE VICTIMS ARE SOLDIERS 

OR POLICEMEN WHO DO NOT TAKE PROPER SECURITY PRECAUTIONS. 
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IN MOST CASES, THE ASSASSINATION SQUADS ARE UNDER THE CONTROL 
OF JALAL TALABANI AND HAVE BEEN TRAINED AND ARMED BY THE 
SYRIAN REGIME. 

5. SOURCE ALSO CONFIRMED THAT THREE POLES WORKING IN THE 
DARBANDI KHAN AREA WERE KIDNAPPED BY KURDS. GOI OBTAINED 
THEIR RELEASE BY PAYING A RANSOM. IN ADDITION, A FRENCHMAN 
TRAVELING IN THE NORTH WAS ROBBED AND A GROUP OF SWEDISH 
TELEPHONE TECHNICIANS WORKING IN THE NORTH WERE HARRASSED 
BY KURDISH IRREGULARS. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE GOI STILL HAS EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF NORTHERN 
IRAQ, KURDISH TERRORISM IS SERIOUS ENOUGH TO CREATE ANXIETY 

IN BAGHDAD. FACT THAT GOI IS NOW SENDING HIGH-LEVEL DELEGATIONS 
OF PRO-GO VERMENT KURDS TO EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES TO 
MEET WITH KURDISH EXILES (76 BAGHDAD 1938) IS EVIDENCE OF 
GOI'S CONCERN. 

WILEY 
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